
Simplicity

Complexity
Expression, detail
& favoritism 
toward individuality
 

Effective, defined 
and functional. Mass
appeal and marketability.  

FLAT DESIGN (2000’s)

WEB 2.0 (1990’s-2000’s)

POST MODERN

BAUHAUS (1919-1933)

POP ART (1955-1980)

SWISS DESIGN(1950-1980)

ART DECO (1910-1930) ART NOUVEAU (1890-1920) 

ADVERTISING 
BOOM (1950s-1980s)

DIGITAL SKETCHING
& ILLUSTRATION (2010’s)

THE FUTURE
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MODERN DIGITAL AGE

Transitional periods

LARGER MOVEMENTS
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For every major style and art/design movement there is a counter movement. No one style within a movement dominates for a long period of time.
Some movements continue to span decades, producing several different sub-styles and then evolve into the next movement. When a dominant style fades out
they can still be influential in the future as a foundation and inspiration for a future style and movement.

Many styles exist between the transition 
between the more extreme design approaches. 

Dominant Style Movements in Graphic Design
The swinging pendulum from one extreme to another

CUBISM
(19001930)

SURREALISM
(19001930)

VICTORIAN
(1800s)

EARLY
MODERN

LATE
MODERN
(19451960)

PSYCHEDELIC 
MOVEMENT
(19581975) 

AMERICAN 
KITSCH
(1950s)

GRUNGE STYLE
(1990’s 2000’s)

AUTHENTIC 
REPRESENTATION
(2010-present)

RETROFUTURISM
Other names
Steampunk
Cyberpunk

MINIMALISM 

PUNK
(1970S  1980S)

INTERACTION DESIGN
(2010’s - present)

FUTURISM
(19001930) 

NEW YORK 
SCHOOL DESIGN
(19401970) 

3DIMENSIONAL STYLE
& SKEUOMORPHIC
DESIGN
(2007-present)


